Dialogues with rivers

“Dialogues with rivers”is the annual photo contest initiated by
Vietnam Rivers Network (VRN) on Facebook.

Considered as a unique contest, “Dialogues with the rivers
does not have strict requirements concerning photographic
techniques. Instead, the organizers encourage photographers
tospendtime exploring the problemsin each of the photographs
they take. They were advised to talk to the person/people whom
they photographed to capture stories, thoughts, and feelings
about the changes in the environment and in society. Therefore,
all entries of the contest contained many new, deep and updated
views on the Southwest.

After two years 2015 - 2016 of receiving photos about
environmental issues in the Mekong Delta, VRN introduced
the first book named “ Confront and Adapt” In 2017 - 2018,
the contest has focused more on the issue of gender in water
governance. More than 600 entries in the contest describes
dearly with the joys, anxieties, hopes of women in the Mekong
Delta. It was the motivation for the organizers to compile this
second photo book.

"

For updates on this annual contest, please follow the website:
vrn.org.vn or facebook.com/DTVDS
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Daoi thoai véi dong song

La tén goi ctia cudc thi anh thuong nién do Mang ludi Song ngoi
Viét Nam (VRN) t§ chtic trén nén tang mang xa hoi Facebook.
Dugc danh gid Ia mot cudc thi ddc déo,“Doi thoai vdi dong song”
khdng ¢ nhiéu yéu cau khat khe vé ky thudt nhiép anh. Thay
vao d6, nhitng ngui t6 chiic ludn khuyén khich cac tac gia danh
thdi gian tim hiéu vé cic vin dé xudt hién trong méi biic anh ho
chup, hay don gidn 13 néi chuyén vdi nhan vat dugc chup dé ghi
lai cau chuyén, suy nghi, cdm xiic ctia ho trudc nhiing thay ddi
cliaméi trudng va xa hdi. Vi vay, cac tac pham tham gia cudc thi
ludn chifa dung rét nhiéu goc nhin méi mé, sau séc va cap nhdt
vé manh ddt Tay Nam Bo.

Sau hai nam dau tién nhan dugc nhiéu tac pham vé cac van dé
mi trudng clia dong bang song Ctu Long, VRN da cho ra ddi cudn
sach dau tién véi tén goi “Ddi mdt va thich tng” Trong hai ndm
2017 - 2018, cudc thi dat trong tam vao vai tro clia phu nif trong
quan Iy va strdung tai nguyén nudc. Hon 600 téc phdm gii vé da
duockhdc hoa rd nét nhiing niém vui, ni tran trd, niém hy vong
clia ngui phu ni Tay Nam bd. Day la dong luc cho nhiing nguoi
6 chiic cudc thitién hanh bién soan cudn sach anh thit hai nay.
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DE cap nhat thong tin vé cudc thi hang nam, xin vui long theo ddi
website: vn.org.vn hogc facebook.com/DTVDS
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An phdm nay dugc déng tai trg bdi dy én: “Ting cudng su
Tham gia ctia Xa h¢i Dan sy trong Quan ly Tai nguyén Nuéc
& Bong bang song Ctiu Long, Viét Nam” do DGDC tai trg va
dugc thuc hién bdi WWE VRN va PACCOM tti thang 1 nam
2017 dén thang 12 nam 2018.

This publication is co-financed by the project: “Strengthening
Civil Society Engagement in Water Resource Management in
the Mekong Delta, Vietnam”, which is funded by DGDC and
being implemented by WWE VRN and PACCOM from January
2017 to December 2018.
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FOREWORD

fter two photo contests “Dialogues with rivers” organized by the Vietnam Rivers Network, we would like to compile
a photo book on the Mekong Delta to provide these stories to Vietnamese and foreigners, with the aim of promoting
the protection of rivers and the environment. Vietnam Rivers Network, with support from Oxfam, is publishing this
book with the photos divided into 3 categories: (1) How the river ecology is affected, (2) Benefits from the rivers and
(3) Culture and lives. This book is the result of long discussions and many working days with the whole team.

Itis along story, told with photos so that readers can better understand the environment and the lives of local people in
the Mekong Delta. Readers can see how ecology, flora and fauna, wetland and local lives are intertwined and have been
changed or affected by policies, planning, and climate change. The entire photobook is a large scale, realistic picture of
the Mekong Delta of Vietnam.

In the near future, how will climate change and development policies affect Vietnam in general and the Mekong Delta
in particular? People in the Mekong Delta say that without the annual flood there will be hunger. They wonder: when
upstream development projects are conducted for economic purposes, how will the lives downstream be changed? Will
the unique wetland culture, abundant aquatic resources and endless fields remain? The photos in this book are proof of
what happened in 2015 and 2016. At some time in the future we will be able to look back and see how the environment,
people and society have changed.

Therefore, we hope this book will be beneficial to students and researchers in their attempts to implement initiatives
to protect the Mekong Delta in the context of climate change, human-caused activities and neighboring countries’
development. Also, we would like this collection to be continuously added to, with more photos in coming contests.

We want to reiterate that water conservation is a responsibility we all share. Of all the things that humans can pray to
Mother Nature for, the best is “May all the rivers run clean and strong”. And, if it is possible, please restore the pristine

rivers we have known in the past.

Vietnam Rivers Network Team

LOINOI DAU

au hai muia thi anh ndm 2015-2016 “D&i thoai v6i dong song” do Mang ludi Song ngoi Viét Nam (VRN) 8 chuic, ching
toi théy ring viéc bién soan mot quyén sach anh tu liéu vé viing Pong bang song Cliu Long (PBSCL) cung cép cho
céc doc gia trong va ngoai nudc hiéu hon vé ving dit nay rt quan trong nhim huéng moi ngudi quan tAm t6i vin dé
bao vé ngudn tai nguyén nudc va moéi trudng séng. Chinh vi véy, dugc sy hd trg ciia Oxfam, VRN dé tién hanh tuyén
chon 03 chu dé chinh (1) Mo6i trudng song bi anh hudng; (2) Loi ich tit dong song; (3) Van hoa va Dai song dé xay
dung cudn sach anh cho lan nay. Cuén sach dugc bién soan chinh 1a sy ghi nhén cong stic, su né luc va thanh qua lao
dong ctia nhiéu con ngusi trong ca chuong trinh.

Cuén sach la nhiing cau chuyén dugc ké bang hinh anh giip ngudi xem c6 thé hinh dung dugc r6 hon vé moi trudng
song va sinh hoat ctia nguoi dén, thiy dugc nhiing khu hé dong thuc vét, nhiing hé sinh thdi viing séng nudc da va
dang bi thay d6i bdi cac chinh sach, qua trinh quy hoach va céc tdc ddng ctia bién ddi khi hau tai ving DPBSCL... Toan
bd cudn sach 1a mot buic tranh ta thuc vé DBSCL hién nay.

Trong tuong lai gan, nhiing tac dong ctia bién d6i khi hiu va ctia chinh sach phat trién sé giy anh hudng nhu thé nao
d6i vé6i Viét Nam ndi chung va ving DBSCL ndi riéng? Ngay nay ngudi dan van thudng néi, PBSCL khong 6 la la
dong nghia v6i d6i. Va roi day, theo da di 1én ctia kinh t€ dit nudc, 13 su phat trién cic du an trén song trong khu vic
& phia thugng nguén dong Mé Kong thi cudc sdng ngudi dan sé thay d6i thé nao? Nhiing nét vin hoa ddc trung ctia
ving sdng nudc, sy tri phu clia tom ¢4 trén song, nhiing cdnh déng thdng canh co bay... liéu c6 con khong? Hy vong
ring, nhiing gi dé dién ra trong thoi diém 2015-2016 sé 1a mdc tai liéu gitip chuing ta cd thé so sanh, d6i chiing vé céc
muc do thay d6i cia moi trudng, con ngudi va xa hoi.

Chinh vi vay, v6i mong mudén cudn sach sé lam tai liéu tham khéo danh cho sinh vién, hoc sinh trong nd luc tim kiém
nhiing kinh nghiém, sang kién dé bao vé DBSCL trudc nhiing thach thiic clia méi trudng, con ngudi va sy phét trién
ctia cac qudc gia trong khu vuic. Hon niia, chiing t6i mong rang btic tranh ta thuc vé DBSCL sé tiép tuc dugc bé sung
va hoan thién trong nhiing nam t6i bang nhiing du 4n mdi, gitp cho co s dii liéu vé€ hinh anh ngay thém du day.
Mot 14n nita ching t6i mudn nhén manh rang bao vé tai nguyén nudc 1a trach nhiém ctia t4t c& moi ngudi. Va trong
tdt ca nhiing 151 d€ nghi cta ty nhién déi véi con ngudi, thi hay nhit 1a 161 nguyén cau “Chay di, song 6i!”. Néu co thé,
hay lam cho cac dong song tré lai nguyén trang nhu ban dau.

Xin tran trong gidi thiéu.
Nhom thuc hién



FORWARD FROM VRN'S COORDINATING ORGANIZATION

t was really touching for me to participate the two photo exhibitions held by VRN in the Temple of Literature in Hanoi
in 2015 and in Can Tho University in 2016. My first impression is the love for rivers in Vietnam that photographers
put in their photos. Some photographers are professionals, some are semi-professionals, and there are many amateurs.
However, these background differences were put aside when they attended the contest in which all share the goals of
protecting rivers in Vietnam. Each photo is like an artwork to me. In those photos capturing the beauty of the rivers, I
see the pride of the photographers. I also see the concern in those photos of rivers suffering from man-made destructive
activities. An outstanding characteristic of this photo contest is that many photos were taken by farmers. The photos
portrayed the daily working activities of diligent farmers and fishermen, in the most truthful images. Thanks to these
photos, those who have seen this exhibition love this country even more.

The photo contest “Dialogues with Rivers” is a multipurpose activity. It aims to attract more people caring about the
rivers, and also to help improve public awareness on river protection. In my opinion, photography is the most direct
way to reach people’s hearts, as the photos reflect reality. A photographer does not speak as well as a scholar does. He
or she does not take a pre-arranged photo. They simply use their cameras to record daily images, incidents that just
happened, and to express their thoughts when seeing rivers which have changed from what they once were. How
many rivers remain pristine, where people can “return to put their faces in’, like the lyrics by composer Nguyen Trong
Tao? During the last two decades, all of us have witnessed rapid and uncontrolled development resulting in significant
damages to the environment, and we have been much concerned. Water is not an infinite resource. If we use it without
protecting it, it will soon be gone.

From the perspective of VRN’s coordinating organization the photo contest was a big success. Focusing on the Mekong
Delta with the topic: Confront and Adapt, this photobook is a meaningful document in the time when a dam cascade
has been planned and dams are being built on the Mekong mainstream. Once the dams block the water, the Mekong
Delta of Vietnam will be remarkably affected: needed sediment will not come to the Delta, fish will decrease in number,

and saltwater will intrude deeper inland.

On behalf of the Coordinating organization
Center for Water Resources Conservation and Development
Dao Thi Viet Nga (PhD)

LOIGIOI THIEU TU TO CHUC BIEU PHOI VRN

oi thuic sy xtic dong khi tham gia cudc trién lam anh ma VRN da t6 chiic, lan thit nhét nam 2015 tai Van Miéu - Quéc Tt Gidm,
Ha Noi va lan thii 2, nam 2016 tai truong Dai hoc Can Tho, Thanh ph6 Can Tho. Cam nhan déu tién ctia toi khi xem céc bic
anh la tinh cam cuia cdc téc gia danh cho nhiing dong song Viét Nam. Ho la nhiing nguoi chuyén nghiép, ban chuyén nghiép va
khong chuyén trong linh viic chup dnh, nhung khi da cting tham gia vao mét san choi hoan toan khong con su khéc biét nao
niia, chi la nhiing tac gia ciing huéng dén muc tiéu bio vé moi truong song ngoi Viét Nam. Moi buic anh dugc trién lam [a mot
tdc phdm nghé thuat va toi thdy rang céc téc gia da théi hon vao nhiing dong song, lam cho dong song thém séng dong va dep dé
dén duong nao. Nhung bén canh do nhiéu tac gia cang thé hién néi dau x6t khi nhiing dong song dang ngay bi tan pha bai ban
tay con nguoi. Dac biét hon, nhiing tic phim ctia nhiing nguoi nong dan lao dong da mang dén cho cudc thi mot sac thai méi.
Cudc s6ng hang ngay dugic hién ro nét trén tling biic anh. Nét dep chat phéc, lao dong miét mai hang say ctiia nguisi dan lao dong
lam cho nguoi xem cam thdy cang thém yéu manh dat hinh chi S nay.

T6 chuic cude thi: Déi thoai véi dong song ciia VRN 1a mét hoat dong mang nhiéu y nghia, viia mé rong thém nhiéu déi tuong
hiéu biét thém vé cac dong song, va cang dé moi ngudi ¢d y thiic hon véi viéc can phai bao vé moi trudng song ctia ching ta. Toi
cho rang day la cach dé di vao long nguoi nhét, bai nhiing buic anh la nhiing goc nhin chan thuc ctia nhiing con nguoi binh di.
Ho khong phai chuyén gia néi nhu sach v, ho khong dugc dat hang trude khi chup. Ho chi ghi lai nhiing hinh anh doi thuong,
nhiing cau chuyén viia xdy ra, cong thém nhiing cdm nghi ctia minh khi nhin thdy nhting dong song khong con nguyén ven nhu
xua. Liéu con bao nhiéu dong song, nhu 161 bai hat ciia nhac sy Nguyén Trong Tao, ma ngudi ta ¢ thé “trg vé Gp mat vao song
qué’ duoc niia? Trong ching ta c6 1é it ai khong cam nhan dugc nhiing méat mat to 16n vé moi trudng séng noi chung do su phét
trién qud nhanh va thi€u kiém sodt dem lai trong hai thap nién qua. Tai nguyén Nudc khong phaila vo han, néu chiing ta stt dung
ma khong biét bao vé va gin giti thi ngu6n tai nguyén dy sé mét di.

Day la hoat dong ma diing tii vi tri t6 chiic diéu phdéi, chiing toi danh gid la thanh cong cao. Ddc biét, véi cuén sach anh lan nay
vé chtt dé Pong bang Song Ctiu Long: D6i mat va Thich ting that su ¢6 y nghia khi trén dong chinh MeKong hién nay da va dang
c6 k& hoach xay duing cic dap thuy dién. Mot khi cc dap chan dong tich nudie thi phia ha luu la ving DBSCL sé bi anh huéng rét
16n, phu sa sé khong vé niia, cd sé it dan di, nudc man sé xam nhap vao dét lién khién cho cudc séng nguoi dan sé bi anh huong
nghiém trong,

Thay mat t6 chiic diéu phdi
Trung tim Bao ton va Phat trién Tai nguyén Nudc
TS. Dao Thi Viét Nga
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Season change




Han man & Déng bing Séng Ciiu Long
Tirdau ndm 2016, han han va xam nhap man kéo dai
tai 10/13 tinh, thanh ph6 khu v Bong bang song Clu
Long vdi rét nhiéu hdu qud nghiém trong. 220.000 ha
I3 va hoa mau bj chét, hang tram ngan ho dan bj thiéu
nudc sinh hoat. Tham chi, Khu b ton ddt ngdp nudc
Lang Sen (Long An) phéi huy dong nhiéu mdy bom
nuéic cong sudt 6n dé ctuldy nhiing béi &n cta chim
trong khu bao ton.

Drought and salinity in the Mekong Delta
Serious droughts and salinity caused by I Nifio have

left significant damage in 10/13 provinces and cities of
the Mekong Delta since early 2016. 220,000 hectares of
rice and secondary crops have been lost and hundreds
of thousands of households are short of freshwater. In
Lang Sen Wetland Reserve in Long An province, people
have to pump water to save grass—the food for birds--in
the Reserve.

Antyphoto: V6 Vin Bding

Quén ddi tang nudc ngot cho dan trong vling thiéu nudc
sinh hoat gay gat.

Soldiers brings freshwater to those who are suffering
from serious drought.

Néng dan ngam nqui chitng kién canh cay Itia sau bao
ngay nang mua vt va nay nghen dong, chét khd,"kéo
(G trdng”

After many days taking care of their crops, farmers are
50sad to see their attempts go down the drain. The rice
now dies because of drought.




AoBa Om nhin tlitrén cao
Ba Om Pond seen from above.

Thang cnh Ao Ba Om - Huyén Chau Thanh Tinh Tra Vinh
100 ndm qua méi 6 tinh trang nay - vi su G tru tri ngdi
chiia ndm canh ao cho biét.

The Abbot of the Pagoda located near the Pond said
“Its the first time in the last 100 years that the Pond is
this dry.’

Ba con tranh thi vét nhiing thiing nudc cudi cling dé
clu lda.
Local people take the last water cans to save theirrice.
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Khi dong song khong con nudc

Do bién d6i khi hu, do con ngudi xdy dap thuy dién
thugng nquén trén dong Mekong nén nhiéu kénh ngoi,
song rach thiéu nudc, cudc séng nguoi dan gap khd
khn, khong thé chan nudi, trong trot dugc nifa...

ey

When the river runs out of water

(limate change and upstream hydropower dams on the
Mekong have reduced the water running downstream.
Consequently, communities lives have encountered
many difficulties because they can no longer farm or
raise livestock.

Anh/photo: Ldm Minh Nhut

Dau chan phén miia han
Gitta thang t nam 2016 - dinh diém cdla mia han,
ndng d6 Itia trén dong. Nhiing déu chan tham dong tir
ddu muia van"bam nhu vét mau khd” Phen lén theo
nhiing vét (it r6i dugc mang xudng va dong lai, phan
chiéu ndilo ctia nha nong.

Footprint in drought and salinity season
The fields are burnt at the peak of the 2016 droughtin
April. The footprints of farmers on their fields from early
dry season look like dry blood stains. The footprints,
filled by acid sulfate soil through cracks, reflect the
worries of these farmers.

Anh/photo: Cao Thanh Long

Dong chua dat man

Mua kho 2016 kéo dai that khdc liét, di nhiing trdn mua
dau muia da dén nhung & Bén Tre van con nhiéu cnh
dong kho nudc, nhiém man, dat nit né véi [Gp phen
vang sam ph Ién.

Add sulfate fields, salty soil

g

2016 drought is severe [in the Mekong Delta]. Although
early season rain has come in Ben Tre province, many
fields still lack water. The soil becomes salty, cracked and
covered by alayer of dark yellow acid sulfate soil.

Antpharo: L Anh Tudn
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Canh dong chét

Thyfc t€ hién nay la hang trém hecta(a va hoa mau cdc tinh déng bang Song Ciu Long
binhiém mdn. Nguyén do la muyc nuc céc dong song xuéng thap, han hn kéo dai,
nudc bién xam 130 gay finh trang nhiém man ngudn nuc. Anh: Cénh déng lta va hoa
mau tai huyén Trdn Bé - Séc Trang khong thu hoach dugtc do chdy Id va lép hat.

MANG LUGI SONG NGOI VIET NAM

Dead field

Hundreds of hectares of rice and secondary crops in the Mekong Delta provinces have
to cope with saltintrusion. Low water levels in the rivers, prolonged drought, and
saltintrusion all make freshwater become saltier. This photo captures the image of an
unharvestable field of rice and secondary crops in Tran De district, Soc Trang province,
unusable due to dry leaves and empty seeds.

lnh/phoro: Nguyén Vinh Hién

Dong kénh khat

Han mén kéo dai ¢ dong bang song CGu Long ndm 2016

da gdy ra nhiéu thiét hai nghiém trong. Nudc 6 dong
Ong Ddc ra biénTay (huyén Tran Van

Thoi, & Mau) can gan t6i ddy, anh hutng rdt nhiéu dén

san xudt va giao thong.

Thirsty canal

Prolonged drought and salinity in the Mekong Delta
in 2016 have caused significant losses. The canal
connecting Ong Doc River and West Sea (Tran Van Thoi
district, Ca Mau province) is so dry that ts river bed is
visible; this significantly affects both cultivation and
transportation.

Anh/photo: Huynh Quang Thién

Pong bang Séng Ciru Long - D&i mat va thich ing
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Khi dong kénh xanh

Nudc song thuting duc mau phil sa. Nhung dau mia
mua 2016, nudc clia nhiéu kénh rach 6 DBSCL bong d6i
qua mau xanh trong. Nguyén do a gdp han néng, thiéu
nudc khién phi sa it di, dét day pheén, nudc mua dau
miia kéo phen xudng kénh rach tao nén hién tugng két
tlia, nuGc trg nén xanh trong,

Green canals

River water is normally red due to abundant sediment.
However, water in many canals in the Mekong Delta
tumned green at the beginning of the 2016 rainy season.
Severe drought, less water and sediment all increase acid
sulfate soil. Early rains then push the acid sulfate soil into
the canals and the water tums green.

fntyphoro: L Anh Tudin
MANG LUGI SONG NGOI VIET NAM

Song can

(dc con song & mién Tay Nam Bo dang ngay mat ft nudc
ddn, ngur dan viing ctia bién gidp sng nhu @

phdi len 16i vao sau t6i cac nhanh nhd dé

nudc sinh hoat.

Dryriver

Rivers in the Mekong Delta are running out of water.
Fishers in coastal areas such as Cau Ngang must now go
furtherinland to get fresh water.

Anyphoto: Nguyén Minh Thanh

Mua can

Sau nhiing chudi ngay nang han hoanh hanh, con
s6ng can cong lung céng nhiing chiéc ghe khoing theé di
chuyén dugc & khu Bién Gi6 ( Bac Liéu)

Dry season

After many days of drought, river water is insufficient
for boats to move as normal in Dien Gio of Bac Lieu
province.

Antyphoto: Trdn Minh Tri

DPong bang Song Clu Long - D6i mat va thich ing




Con song hod thanh kénh

Thang 4a dinh diém cla muia han khting khiép 2016.

Hai b song nha ra nhiing mang dat kho can. Ngui ta
tranh thii nhiing ltic thiu nudc dé kién ¢ 2 b song.

River tumed into canal due to lack of water
April was the peak of the 2016 drought. Low water
reveals patches of dry land along the banks. During the
drought, people upgrade the banks.

Ant/photo: Nguyén Khiém

Khat giita 9 dong song

Nhiing thang dau ndm 2016, dng bang song Ciu Long
bihan médn xam nhap gay gat. Hang trém ngan nquoi
dan & ven bién nhurBénTre, Kién Giang, Tién Giang,...
thiéu nuéc ngot va phai chay ghe hang chuc cay s6 dé
mua nudcngot.

Thirst in the Mekong River

Farly 2016, the Mekong Delta endures devastating
drought and salinity. Hundreds of thousands of people in
coastal provinces of Ben Tre, Kien Giang and Tien Giang
have insufficient freshwater and they must ride the boats
tens of kilometers to buy freshwater.

Antyphoto: HO Qudc Minh




MANG LUGI SONG NGOI VIET NAM

Hay citu Iy dong séng

Con nqui da vo tinh khding ton trong méi truding song
clia minh bang cach xa chdt thai vo tdi va xudng dong
s6ng... Ching ta & phdi tré gid néu khong thay dGi thoi
quen xu nay.

Save the river

Peaple disrespect our environment when they discharge
too much waste into the river. We will have to pay a high
price should this habit not change.

Antohoto: Nguyén Trang Kim Cuong

Su can kiét cia mét thuong cang

Thuong cang Bai Xau (Thi trdn My Xuyén, M§ Xuyén,
tinh S6c Trang) vin néi tiéng & mién Nam vao thé kj
18-19. M6t doan song da bi lap do quy hoach, tao nén
hién tugng boi lang va lam can kién dong song. Bay gic
thi trlf ldc ¢6 con nudc rong thi khiic song nay thuting b
phai ddy véi i loai rdc théi.

Aquiet port

Bai Xau port (My Xuyen Town, My Xuyen district, Soc
Trang province) was a famous and busy portin the
south of Vietnam during the 18th and 19th centuries. A
segment of the river was filled due to planning and the
river became dry. Now the riverbed containing all kinds
of garbageis visible.

Anh/photo: Huynh Vi Lam

DPong bang Song Clu Long - D6i mat va thich ing
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Cho Cai Nudc

D loai réc théi dang gdy 6 nhiém moi trutng song &
khu vuic ven song chg Céi Nudc (huyén Gi Nudc, Ca
Mau). Rét can nhiing gidi phap tich cuc tir chinh quyén
dia phuong va cong dong dan cu.

MANG LUGI SONG NGOI VIET NAM

Cai Nuoc market

Allkinds of garbage pollute the environmentin Cai Nuoc
market, near a river in Cai Nuoc district, Ga Mau province.
[tis necessary that the authorities and communities find
solutions for this problem.

Antyphoto: Nguyén Cong Khang Ninh

0 nhiém mét dong song
Dong sing bi & nhiém ndng ¢ bi ngp va chét ndi lén
trén mqt song.

Apolluted river
The river s so polluted that fish get choked and killed.
They die floating on the river.

inh/photo: Nguyén Ngoc Hai




Dong song rac
Lau nay, dong chéy ctia kénh Quan Lo, Phung Hiép
(doan ngay cng Ca Mau) bi chén lai chivi cdi cng vo
dung: (6ng dugc xdy 1én dé ngan man trit ngot, nhung
161 bo khong. Rc thai clia d6 thi Ca Mau theo d6 ciing
r0i vé ddy va thuting (lai nhiéu ngay trudc khi troi di...
Rai déy, dong song s& dan thanh dong rdc.

Flow of water, flow of garbage

The flow of Quan Lo - Phung Hiep canal (near Ca Mau
drain) has been blocked for a while by the useless sluice.
The sluice was intended to prevent salt intrusion and
save freshwater, but now itis of no use: waste from Ca
Mau city flows to this drain and remains for days before
itisable toflow away. The riveris now nothing buta

Anhyphoto: HO Quéc Minh

Sénvudng tom

Nudi tom cong nghiép dang phat trién rdm 16 G ven
bién DBSCL. Loi nhudn tir nudi tom doi Itc rdt cao nhung
tiém &n nhiéu rdiiro vé & nhiém, dich bénh. Ao tom
thuting nhiém doc hitu co do mét do nudi cao, thic an
va chét théi. Dau miia mua, nhiéu chi ruong nudi tom
phdi vé sinh ao (tiéng dia phuong goi la"sén vudng
tom”). Trén thuc té, viéc nay ciing lay lan ngudn 6 nhiém
6 cdc nquon nudc xung quanh.

Shrimp ponds

Centralized shrimp farming is developing rapidly in
coastal areas in the Mekong Delta. Farmers sometimes
eam high profits. Some risks are pollution and

diseases of the shrimp. Shrimp ponds are organically
contaminated due to stocking density, food and waste.
Early each rainy season, pond owners have to clean the
ponds. This activity threatens to pollute nearby water
Tesources.

Antyphoto:Lé Anh Tudin
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oat tai céc bé ¢ nay vao ndm 2015.

Ngoai viéc phai quan tam dén cong téc quy hoach tir

cdc cép chinh quyén nham dam bdo nguon nudc sach,

thi cdc hg nudi cé be ciing can cam két gitr gin vé sinh

chung, khding xd réc, phdng ué xudng dong song.

T,

Fishing villages in Tien river

Inthe last few years, raising fish cage has been

developed on both sides of the Tien River near Thoi Son Lang ca bé bén song Tién G Tién Giang
isle in Tien Giang and Ben Tre provinces. Waste from Fishing villages inTien river inTién Giang
these fish cases, unfortunately, have seriously polluted

the water. Massive fish deaths happened in these

villages in 2015. Besides having appropriate planning by

authorities, it is necessary that the communities commit

fo protect the environment, especially not to dump

garbage to the river.

Antiphoro:Kiéu Anh Diing
Lang c& be bén song Tién ¢ Bén Tre

Fishing villages in Tien river in Ben Tre
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Cudcsdng 6Vam Xody

Song ngoi 6Dt Mi (huyén Ngoc Hién, Ca Mau) chang
chit, cd nhiéu cifa sbng gidp vi bién Bong. Kinh t& ho
gia dinh noi day phan I6n la nho vao nugi trong thiy
san va danh bét tom ca tirsong va bién. Nuc bién dang
a0 vaxam nhdp mdn dd, dang va sé luon la van dé
dénglo ngai.

Life in Vam Xoay (Dat Mui commune)

In Dat Mui commune, Ngoc Hien district, Ca Mau
province, there are many crisscrossing rivers emptying
into the Fast Sea. Household economies depend
principally on marine resources. Salt intrusion is a big
concern of the people.

Ant/photo: Pham Tri Nhdn

Mot nqudi dan tranh thii stfa lai cing nha bj song dénh sap.
Villagers try to repair their houses.

Nhiing thén c6t nha 1én cho thay vai thang trudc noi day

tingla nha & Linh bién phong thutng dén day nam

finh hinh va gitip dan méi khi cd su cd....

Borderland security helped local people when disaster Khi thdy triéu xudng, phong canh clia song Vam Xody
came. (The stilts are the remains of the houses thatonce  cang tré nén yén binh, tho mong, va rat hitu tinh.
were there) Where river and sea meet is scenic

o

3 i R
Nudcén va xuong rat nhanh, sau d6 la... diéu Nha 6 day da phan la nha san, vach Id - thuan tién doi
tan, o nat. phd véi nudc song dang lén hang ngay .
Water rises and falls very quickly, leaving Most of the houses here are built on stilts with walls
torn houses. made of leaf, convenient for the daily water level change .



Mua nudc ndi

Mua muad, con song von tho mong bong tré nén hung
dit, nudc chdy xiét lam ngdp nha clia rugng vuon, gay ra
thién tai bao 0 vdi biét bao canh ddi dau khd. Suy cho
cting la do con nqui chiing ta géy ra: chdt phd cdy riing
v0 t0i va, ngan song ddp dap lam thiy diénvv. . . Gan
[dm nhiing hanh ddng vi méi truong nhu béo vé rling
phong ho, trong cdy chdn gid, nao vét kénh mucng, khai
thong dong chdy...

MANG LUGI SONG NGOI VIET NAM

Flooding season

In flooding season, the river, nce peaceful, now tums
fierce. Water submerges gardens and houses, causing
more difficulties for the lives of the local people. But
people are the cause of these disasters, as they cut
down trees in the forest or block rivers with dams. It is
necessary for people to protect the forests, plant more
trees, and dredge rivers and canals.

Anhyphoto: Hiéu Minh Vi

Doi bo...man - ngot
Gifamuia han 2016, tim mdt méng xanh & (i Lao Dung
(S6cTréng) thait la kho. Nén dét bang vdi ddy song nén
nudc man ling qua ba bao, bd céu, bay dap vo trong
muong vuon, rugng mia. Mudn thdo nudc ciing danh
chiu. Mia, khoai ct*hdp"tirtir.. trtir r6i kho ludn. Qua
loldng vi thiéu nudc ngot, nhiéu ngudi da sén thém
muong, l6t bat ni-long dé chida nudc mdy (anh dudi)
hodc dé qua dém dé hiing nudc tudi rau.

Between salty side and freshwater side of
theriver

Itis really difficult to spot a green space in Cu Lao Dung
Isle (SocTrang province) in the middle of the 2016
drought season. Salt water intrudes into gardens and
sugarcane fields. Itis impossible to drain this water
from fields to the river. Sugarcane and potatoes get
drier and drier. Worried about freshwater shortage, local
people dig more canals and put plastic to collect water
from taps or take water dripped overnight to water
vegetables.

Anh/photo: Cao Thanh Long




Mucnudcdang
Nudc bién déng, nudc sng tran vao b va gay x6i mon,
anh hudng dén cdc tuyén giao thong valam hu hai cic
cdng trinh, b, ke...

Waterrises

Sea level rises and water levels in rivers rise, causing
erosion and affecting waterway transportation. This also
damages irrigation systems and dykes.

Anb/photo: Trinh Quang Minh

Ciiu Iy song Van

Viéc xtt Iy 6 nhiém moi trutng néi chung va sif trong
lanh clia cdc dong song ndi riéng, doi héi st chung tay
clia cdc cdp, cdc nganh va toan thé cong ddng, ma cot16i
[a Y/ thic clia nquoi dan.

Save Van river

Solving environmental pollution and keeping rivers
clean requires synchronized actions among all levels and
sectors and communities. Also, one important issue is
making people aware of the problems.

Anh/photo: Ldm Vdin Doi
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Gidi nhat thang 8-2015/First Prize August 2015
Gia cd bdo vé lua vu ba
Thay d6i dong chay va mdt phan do lam liia vu ba nén con nuic d6 vé
hon, tao nén vong xody lam sat 16 dat hai bén
nhu truéc nita lam mat di lugng ph sa va ngudn ca thién nhién ddi dao.

Protecting the 3rd rice crop

Flow changes and partially due to 3rd rice crops that have caused more water to run in
the rivers, creating spiral waves which cause landslides in the river banks. Water does
not naturally overflow into fields as it did before; this reduces beneficial sediments and
harms the fisheries.

Ant/photo: Ldm Minh Nhut

When the river becomes fierce

Sand over-extraction changes river flows, making them
fiercer when flood comes. No matter how hard we try
to reinforce the rivers, channels and dykes, landslides are
unavoidable. These photos shows only a small part of
the detrimental human-caused environmental effects.

Anh/photo: Lam Minh Nhut

Khi dong song hung dit

Dong song bi thay ddi dong chay va tré nén hung dir khi
[ii vé do anh huting cla viec khai that cdt qua mic cho
phép. D 6 gia 6 bao nhiéu thi con song, kénh rach hay
dé bao cing khd trénh khoi sat I Nhiing tam anh nay
chila mot phan cla sy téc dong mai truong gy nén,
trong d6 c6 con nquoi.

j " I“f{
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(ong dap Ba Lai

Dy dn ngot hod Bac Bén Tre khuyén khich nguti dan san
xudt|a bang viéc ngot hod khu vifc cd hé thdng cong.
Tuy nhién, nhiéu nguoi dan van 1dy nudc man tr giéng,
hay tham chi diing mudi dlam man nudc dé nudi tom.
Trong anh la mét trong 9 hang muc clia dy dn fa Cong
dap Ba Lai (dugc dua vao st dung ndm 2002), mot
trong nhiing cng trinh thiy loi [n nhat Dong béng
Song Cu Long.

Ba Lai Drain

Freshwater provision to North Ben Tre project-built
irrigation systems to encourage farmers to produce more
rice. However, people are so keen toraise shrimp that
they take salty water from wells or even put saltinto
water. In photo: Ba Lai sluice, one among 9 projects (in
operation since 2002), is one of the largest inigation
systems in the Mekong Delta.

inh/photo: Nguyén Khiém

Cai céng cii

Xdy cong thiy gi phuc vu san xudt nong nghiép, thiy
san... [a can thiét. Nhung can cd tam nhin dai han va
thic té, dé tranh lang phi.

The old sluice

Itis necessary to construct irrigation systems for
agricultural and fisheries purposes. However, it is also
important for decision makers to have long-term
practical vision to avoid wasteful construction.

dntyphoto: D6 Minh Tudn

Nuéi tom trong viing ngot

Vie xdy dung céc coing trinh khong 16 nhéim myc dich
ngot hod dé uu tién cho viéc san xudt lia da lam thay
d6i céc hé sinh thai nudc man - ngot va sinh k€ clia
ngudi dan. Nhiéu ho dan & huyén BaTri (Bén Tre) da

quyét dinh nudi tom trong viing quy hoach san xudt (a.

Raising shrimp in freshwater region
Because priority is given to producing a triple rice

crop, large scale constructions have been built for the
provision of fresh water, changing salt and freshwater
ecologies as well as local people’s livelihoods. Many
households in Ba Tri district of Ben Tre province decided
toraise shrimp in land planned for rice production..

Ant/photo: Nguyén Khiém




BENEFITS FROM THE RIVERS

Thiy san quy hiém

Ngu dan Vinh Long bat dugc cd ho“khing” quy hiém
tai song Tién (x& MJ An - Huyén Mang Thit - tinh Vinh
Long)

Rare fish

Fishers inVinh Long province caught a giant rare barb in
asegment of Tien River in My An commune, Mang Thit
district, Vinh Long province.

Anh/photo: Pham Tri Nhdn




Canh hoa chiéu trén séng

Hinh &nh quang chai danh bat c tlf ldu da trd thanh nét
sinh hoat ddc trung ctia nquoi dan qué toi, la ké muu
sinh clia nhiéu ho gia dinh. Mot bc tranh qué yén binh
va loi cuén.

Aflower petal on theriver in the afternoon
Fishers casting fishnets has long been a very familiar
image to villagers in my hometown. This is a principal
livelihood. A peaceful and tranquil rural image.

Anh/photo: Ly Phui Tai

Pong hanh

Nguti dan viing sng nudc Ciu Long ¢6 nhiéu cdch
danh bt tom ca, tim k& mut sinh. Chai lui la mot cach
danh bdt ca rdt hay (di 1 minh hodc vdi ban ddng hanh).

Accompany

(itizens in the Mekong Delta use many techniques for of
fishing; casting nets is one method. The fishers may fish
goalone orin groups.

Antohoto: Nguyén Trung Kién
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Lang bé ChauPéc

M hinh nugi cé be dling ngudn nudc tu nhién tir song
Mekong d gdp phdn phét trién thiy san & Lang be
(hauBdc (An Giang).

Chau DocFishing village

Fishing villages using natural river water from
the Mekong River contribute to aquatic resources
developmentin Chau Doc, An Giang province.

Anh/photo: Hiéu Minh Vi

P,

! Rach An N6 muia “Nudc pha ché”.
i Bauthang 6 la mua clia i ca ro phi, & danh, @ meé
vinh §vling ngot 6 xudng kiém an. Chiéu mat ciing la
[tc nhiing thanh nién &Rach An N6 (xa Thanh Théi An,
huyén M Xuyén, tinh SocTrang) gidng u6i ba manh va
dudi cd. Chihon ntra ity giang-dudi-g6 cé fa da c6 thé
thu gan chuc ky ca cécloai.

An No canal

Early June, tilapia and carp migrate downstream from
freshwater streams for food. Boys often go fishing late
afternoon in An No canal, Thanh Thoi An commune,
My Xuyen district, Soc Trang province. After only halfan
hour, they might catch nearly ten kilos of fish.

Amh/phato: Cao Thanh Long



Dong song qué

Khdng chi tdm mdt cho céy xanh trdi ngot, hat ta
il bong béi vi phti sa ndng nan, I vifc song Vam
(8Tay con [ viing trong ciém nudi tom st cdaTinh
Long An. Xin hdy cling chung tay gilt gin mau xanh
cladong song..

River in my hometown

Thanks toVam CoTay River, local people in Long

An province can grow fruits and cultivate rice. The
conditions also favor raising shrimp, making it one of
the areas of highest shrimp production of Long An.
Let's keep the river clean.

Ankyphoto: V6 Vidin Béing

Song ching phu nguai Rivers always benefit people

Sang ra bén nudc trudc nha, véi céch thiic gian don ciing  Peaple used to catch fish easily and sell them to eam their
6 thém md cd phu vao tién chg'hang ngay. Dong song  living. Rivers provide people with abundant resources. They
khdng phu 1ong nquai, dang cho nqudi san vét, nhung need to be protected by people...

cling rét can con nguoi béo vé, gin gi..

Anh/photo: Dinh (ong Tam
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Gat lua xép dai

Mi vu miia, viing chau thé song Ciu Long nay 0 thé
cung cap gan 7 triéu tan lta, nang sudt sinh hoc 6 day
gan nhu cao nhdt thé gidi. Viec dong ang da duot co gidi
hod gan nhurtoan bo. Tuy nhién, viing dat dam bao an
ninh luong thuc cho cd nudc dang phdi chiu nhiéu stic
6p vé suf thay di ngudn nudc va khi hu.

Ribbons of rice

With each crop, the Mekong Delta produces nearly 7
million tons of rice. The biological productivity of this
region is almost the highest in the world. Farming is
now mostly mechanized. However, this rice bow! of
Vietnam is under threat from water degradation and
climate change.

dntyphoto: L Anh Tudin

Lang nhin

Vigi nhiéu nquoi, di cau la thu gian, la gidi ti. Vi dng, i
caula muu sinh... con thuyén phong tran, gia nua, ¢t ky
nhu chinh ong vay!

Observe quietly
Tomany people, fishing is a sport or a hobby. To this old
man, fishing s his livelihood. Old boat, old man.

fintyphoto: Tréin Nhdit Anh
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Giai ba 2016/Third Prize 2016

Sinh thai Tram Chim

Nhiing nam gén day, do bién d6i khi hau luong nudc tlr
dong song Mekong can dan, ddc bit [a nudc i khong
vé da lam dnh hutng rét nhiéu dén hé sinh thdi va dong,
thuc vat tai Vuon qudc gia Tram Chim (Dong Thap) la
mot khu dat ngap nudc trong hé thong ring déc dung
Vigt Nam. Séu dau d (loai cuc ky quy hiém, c6 tén trong
sach o) da khong vé bdi nguon thiic an la ciindng

da can kiét. Boi song clia nqudi dan khé khan hon do
nguén lgi thiy san mua i nay khding con nia. . .

Tram Chim National Park biodiversity

Because of climate change there has been less water in
the Mekong River in recent years. Especially, unusually
low water during the flood season has badly affected
the ecosystem-both fauna and flora-of Tram Chim
National Park in Dong Thap province. Red-headed cranes
(arare species, named in the Red List) no longer come
because their food, water chestnut, is exhausted. The
lives of local people are becoming more difficult due toa
decline in the resources brought by flood season.

inhphoto: Nguyén Vinh Hién
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Khai thac cat song

Da tlrlau, tinh trang khai thac cét song dién ra thuting
xuyén khdp cac song ngoi tlr Bac vao Nam do cac doanh
nghiép dugc cap phép va doi ngl“Cat tic" gay sat 16
nghiém trong, thay dGi dong chdy, anh huéing dén méi
sinh... R&t mong cdc cd quan chiic néng cd nhiing gidi
phdp x(r1y chét ché va dong b trong khau quan .

Sand exploitation

Prolonged sand exploitation from rivers over the country
by both legal and illegal miners has resulted in serious
erosion, flow diversion, environmental change, etc. We
hope that the authorities will issue realistic solutions and
adopt synchronized management to save the river.

Ant/photo: Pham Tri Nhdn

NEu tinh trang nay ct kéo dai thi hé luy khong thé luong
trudc duoc
Trén khdp cdc con song... Ifthis situation continues, the consequences will be
Nhiing chiéc cau to 1on thoc xuding long song ldy di devastating
hang nghin m® cat mdi ngay.
Overthe river...
huge crane trucks take thousands of cubic meters of

sand everyday
Pong bang Séng Ciru Long - D&i mat va thich ing




Nghich Iy fa: ngoai song thi vo tu khai théc cit; trong b
lai tinh chuyén ke bervéi nhiing ngudn kinh phi khong 16
[tis paradoxical that while miners exploit sand in the
rivers, a huge amount of money has been spent on
riverbank reinforcement

He thong bom cat
sand pumping services

Hang chuc sa lan cét hoat dong ram o hét cong sudt
tens of barges are working at their full capacity

\igi phuong cdch nay thi chi can 1 giorfa o thé san [dp
mot dién tich rong hang tram m? mét dat.

[t takes only T hour tofill an area of hundreds of square
meters on the ground




(ong viéc thudng ngay

(6ng viéc thuting ngay clia cu dan lam nghé san xudt
gach ngdi, bén bar cla mdt dong song thudc tinh
Dong

Daily work
The photo captures the daily work of people who

produce bricks and roof tiles by the riverside in Dong
Thap province.

Bén dong song Cdi Tau
Nha mdy khi, dién, dam bén song Cai

By the side of Cai Tau River
(as, electricity and fertilizer plants by CaiTau River.

Anh/photo: Ldm Véin Doi
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Gidi ba thang 7-2016/Third Prize July 2016
Sau nhiing cong trinh nhiét dién than &
TraVinh
Viiing ctia song Hau (huyén Duyén Hai, tinh Tra Vinh) xua
kia bat ngan riig ngap man. T khi 6 du dn phét trién
cum 4 nha mdy nhiét dién than do EVN (Viét Nam) va
EPC (Trung Qudc) xdy dung thi mai truding va sinh ké
@ ddy bi ddo on gan nhuhoan toan. Hang trdm hecta
riing ngap man bi don sach. He sinh théi song - bién co
tinh da dang sinh hoc cao dang bi de doa nghiém trong.
Nguti dan buc phdi tai dinh cu noi khdc, hodc 6 ai thi
khong thé canh téc vi ngudn nudc bi chan, bi & nhiém
bidi khdi va tro bui clia nhiing 1o d6t than.

Behind the coal-fired power plants in Tra
Vinh

There was a time when mangrove forests covered the
whole river mouth area of Hau river (Duyen Hai district,
TraVinh province). Since four coal-fired power plants
were built by EVN (Vietnam) and EPC (China), the
environment and livelihoods of local people have been
turned upside down. Hundreds of hectares of mangrove
forests have been cleared. Highly-biodiverse river-sea
ecological systems are exposed to enormous threats.
Local people have been displaced. Those who stay are
unable to cultivate, as wateris blocked or polluted by
smoke and ashes from the coal-fired plants.

Antyphoto: L& Anh Tudin
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Dong séng - ngudn séng
(650ng la c6 lang mac. (6 nudc la ¢6 rugng vuon. Sy trl
phtitheo con s6ng ma lan t6a..

River - alifeline
Villages mushroom by rivers. River water fuels fertile
qardens. Prosperity spreads from the rivers.

Anh/photo: Dinh Cong Tam

Thinh vuong

Dat Mai (Ga Mau) ludn phén thinh, ngudi dan song chi
yéu dua vao cdc nquén thiy san.“Tac rang”la phuong
tién di lai trén song ma nha nao cling phdi .

Prosperity

Dat Muiin Ca Mau province is a prosperous area where
local people’s main livelihood depends on rich aquatic
resources. Tac rang (a boat made by local people) is a
means of transport owned by every household.

Anh/phato: Pham Tri Nhdn
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Chuyén pha trén séng

Tir An Giang mun qua Kién Giang phai di pha - nét
ddc trung ctia giao thong dutng sng viing dong bang
song (lu Long,

The ferry

People from An Giang go to Kien Giang must take the
ferry. This is a common transportation method in the
Mekong Delta.

Ant/photo: Nguyén Quéc Huy
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Nei cifa song

Khaing chi gidp cho luu thong hang hod tlr miénTay

v TP HCM va nquigc lai, song Yam (9 con mang trong
minh mot lugng phi sa I6n boi ddp cho st giau ¢6 clia
vling cfa song nay.

River mouth

Vam Co River not only is a waterway to transport goods
between Ho Chi Minh ity and the Mekong Delta. It also
provides abundant sediment to enrich this river mouth.

Ant/photo: VG Vdin Béing
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Song To Chau-Ha Tién
Dong T Chau hién hoa gdp phan dam bdo giao thong
va phdt trién kinh t€ bién ctia HaTién.

To Chau Riverin Ha Tien
Gentle To Chau River contributes to transportation and
coastal development for HaTien.

Anh/photo: Vo Véin Hoang



Bén dong Sa Giang

Dong Sa Déc hoa minh vdi nhip phét trién cda lang hoa
SaDéc, tao nén mot phong cdnh nén tho'va moc mac.
Trong dnh: Van chuyén hang hod ra bii tap kétbang
ghe, xudng.

By Sa DecRiver

Sa Dec River supports the development of Sa Dec flower
village, creating a poetic and rustic scenery. The photo
captures an image of a boat transporting flowers.

Anh/photo: Hiéu Minh Vi

Vam séng Dai Ngai
Vam Dai Ngdi, nai con kénh Maspero dua nudc song Hau
ngau duc phi sa ti viing Iia cta tinh Soc Trang. Kénh
Maspero con la tuyén dutng thiy huyét mach néi séng
Hau véi cdc huyén viing nudc ngot clia S6c Trang, Hau
Giang, Bac Liéu.

Dai Ngai canal

Dai Ngai canal provides water and sediment from Hau
River to rice production areas of Soc Trang province
through Maspero canal. Maspero canal connects Hau
River with freshwater areas in Soc Trang, Hau Giang and
Bac Lieu provinces.

Anh/photo: Dinh Cong Tam



Cay cau méi tuong lai

Nguti dan 6 Go Quao - Kién Giang thudng di chuyén
bang tau thuyén dé qua song. Cay cau mdi sé gitip
cho viéc sinh hoat clia ba con viing song nudc thém
thuan tién.

The bridge to the future

Peaple in Go Quao — Kien Giang often use boats and
ships to reach the opposite river bank. The new bridge is
advantageous for people in this area.

Anh/photo: Lé Hiiu Diing

Dong kénh Xang
Kénh Xang Bac Liéu - Ca Mau vdi nhiéu tuyén giao
thdng thly ndi trung tam xa vdi cic viing lan can.

Xang canal

Xang canal between Bac Lieu and CaMauis an
important waterway connecting the commune center
with neighboring areas.

Anh/photo: Phan Vi Tri
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CULTURE AND LIVES

Dong song - dong sifa

Bat dai vuon tugc c6 con trl phi khong, khi dong song
can kiét phii sa do con nquei dap dap ngan song phia
thugng nguon!

Flow of nutrition
Will land and gardens still be rich if upstream dams
prevent sediments running downstream?

Ant/ohoto: VO Vi Bding
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Chg trén song

Dacthu ctia song nudc miénTay la kénh rach chang chit,
phuong tién dilai chd yéu bang xudng ghe. Noi giao
nhau clia cac con song ciing la diém tu hop budn ban va
trao d6i hang héa ctia ba con. Anh chup tai Cho ndi nga
ndm - SécTrdng.

Floating market

(risscrossing rivers and canals and water transportation
are outstanding characteristics of the Mekong Delta.
Where rivers meet is where people meet to purchase
and sell their products. Photo captured in Nga Nam
floating market in Soc Trang.

Anh/photo: Hiéu Minh Vi

Phién cho tét
Chg néi - nétvan hod dac trung cla mién song nudc
miénTay Nam Bo.

Tet market
Floating market - an interesting cultural highlight in the
Mekong Delta.

Antyphoto: V6 Viin Béing
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Dong song ho hen
Sinh hoat don ca tai tc Nam B tai bén song qué Hong
Dan (Bac Liéu).

Dating by the river

Don ca tai tu (a unique traditional singing performance
of the Mekong delta) by the river in Hong Dan, Bac Lieu
provinge.

Antyphoto: D Hiéu Liém

Chg'sém trén song

Chg ndi I3 nét sinh hoat ddc trung van hod cda khu vic
d6ng bang Nam BG, la noi neo du clia cac ghe, tau dé
mua ban trao déi hang hoa. Cho néi Nga Nam (Thi trn
Nga Naim, huyén Nga Nam, tinh S6c Trang) - diém giao
clia 5 con song di 5 ngd: Ca Mau, Vinh Quéi, Long M§,
ThanhTri, Phung Hiép.

Early market on the river

Floating markets are a unique cultural beauty of the
Mekong Delta. This is where boat owners exchange
their products. Photo: Nga Nam floating market in

Soc Trang province, the confluence of 5 rivers from 5
different directions: Ca Mau, Vinh Quoi, Long My, Thanh
Tri, Phung Hiep.

Anh/photo: Kiéu Anh Diing




Muu sinh mién séng nudc

Muu sinh u? Tay phéi viing nhip thuyén, chan can
viing nhip nuéc.

DU nhitng giot m@ hoi roi xudng dat khding lam dét
nd thém hoa, roi xuéng song khong lam nudc song
thém ngot...

Rivers provide livelihoods

For surviving? The right hand tightly holds the
paddle, knowing the water$ thythm.

Sweat dropping on the ground doesn't make the
soil flourish, dropping on the river doesn't make the
water fresher.

Ainkyphoto: Nguyén Quang Minh
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Hoat dong trén song

Dong sng cd thé van chuyén khdi luong I6n san pham
bang ghe tau va tiét kigm chi phi di lai v c6 thé stt dung
stic nudc dé di chuyén.

Activities on the river
Boats and ships can transport a huge amount of goods and
save expenditures by taking advantage of the river’s flow.

inh/photo: Nguyén Khiém




Cau chuyén trén chg ndi Cai Rang
In Cai Rang floating market

Anh/photo: Nguyén Phui Thinh

Mua bdn trén song
Selling and purchasing on the river

Lénh dénh
Floating
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Cudcséng ven song Riverine life Thuyén lanha Boat is my home Ban vé sd & chg Néi - Cai Rang Selling lottery tickets in Cai Rang floating

Khoang Idng thdi gian ctia con nquoi bén bifa dn voi & A quiet moment of a person having a quick meal in Cai Nquoi phu nit ctii minh qua khung cGia trén thuyén danh The photo captures a moment when this woman Kham phd cudc song trén song nudc, an tugng nhat la market

Chg ndi Cai Rang (Can Tho). Tét c& hoa quyén tao nén Rang floating market in Can Tho. This image exemplifies rang vao ltic sang sm va ngay chg trén song bét dau. reaches out of the window brushing her teeth early in hinh &nh nguti phu nit ban vé s6 & Cho néi Céi Rang When | discovered the lives of people in the floating

mot ban sdc riéng cho viing song nudc mién Tay. the unique identity of the Mekong Delta. the moming. A day in the market begins. (GnTha). market, | was most impressed with a woman selling
lottery tickets in Cai Rang floating market (Can Tho).

Antphoro: NgO Tudin Anh int/photo: Nquyén Thi Thu Trinh

Anh/phato: Lé Thi Thu Thanh
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Chgndi Phong Dién

Phong Dien floating market

Anhphoto: Nguyén Hitu Hong

Nhn nhip chg trén song, chg nhém tir 3 gidssang dén 9
gio'mdi tan dan.

Bustling floating market starts at about 3:00am to
9.00am

Dua hang vé ndng thon (anh trén)
Transporting products to rural areas (top photo)

Du khdch nudc ngoai dén tham quan va mua hang rdt than thién (&nh dudi).
Friendly foreign tourists visit and purchase products (below photo).

HoaTétlam dep cho moi nha.
Flowers for house decorating in Tet holiday




Dong sdng vdi tudi the
Hau nhurai & mién Tay cting déu cd mot tudi tho gan lién
v6i dong song...

Childhood river
Almost everyone in the Mekong Delta has many
childhood memories tied to the rivers.

Antohoro: Nguyén Khiém
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(6 mét dong chay van héa

Doan tu quanh nhiing ngdi chita, nguoi Khmer Nam bo
yem Phdt gido Nam Tong la tin ngudng chinh thong clia
minh. Mot viing song nudc lung linh s mau vdi nhiing
& hoi dam ban sdc dan toc.

A cultural flow

Khmer in the South of Vietnam consider Theravada
Buddhism their official religion and they often live in
the surroundings of the pagodas. The photo captures a
colorful river with festivals showing their own unique
identity.

Anh/photo: Dinh (ng Tam




Con mét thuy quai
(& trén sbng Ciiu Long xua nhiéu vo k€, ¢ nhiing con dai
3-4mét hoac hon nhu nhiing con thuy quai. D& ngan
nqua rlii ro, nqu dan thuting vé trén dau ghe, xudng clia
ho doi mét l6n dé ca dudi song tuding gaip mot loai ca
ditto hon ma trdnh... Tap quan vé doi mat trudc mdi ghe
van con duy tri dén nay.

Aquaticmonsters’ eyes

Aquatic resources in the Mekong Delta were once
abundant. Some fish species were 3-4 meters long, like
aquatic monsters. To ward them off, fishers drew big
eyes in front of their boats to scare off the big fish. This
custom remains to the present day.

Anh/photo: Lé Anh Tudn
Mot sém Phong Dién
Budn ban trén song da trd thanh nét van hda truyén
théng lau di vo cling déc sdc. Dy la mot diéu thi vi
va thu hit rét nhiéu khéch du lich.

An early moming in Phong Dien

Floating markets have long been a cultural
characteristic of the Mekong Delta. Thisis a highlight
which attracts many tourists.

Anb/photo: Ly Phui Tai



Vit chay séng

(Gan 30 tui nhung anh Nguyén Van Hiép d séng véi
nghé chan vit chay dng hon 20 nam. Gia dinh anh vi
€6 it dat nén phdi tranh thd thém vu nudi vit ma tang

thu nhdp.
Canh song Ducks in the river
Tau canh sdt giao thong tuan tra trén song Gi Rang. Mr NguyenVanHiepisalmost 30 yearsoldandhas ~  roieaiae et et e et L D (eI e
more than 20 years experience growing ducks on the
Waves fields. His family owns only alittle farming land so he
River patrol on Cai Rang River has to grow ducks to eam additional income.
Anh/photo: Vi Thanh Itjroo:NguyénKhigm [T TRET SRR R e e U R R R e

Chénang muia vang
: _ y Nhon nhip ghe, xudng chd nang mia vang (6 huyén
A e iy Tam Nong, Dong Thap).

Ayellow bumper crop
Bustling boats carrying yellow bumper crops inTam
Nong, Dong Thap.

Anh/photo: Nguyén Hoang Trong




Dong song, Ié héivara

Tran Dé1a huyén ven bién cla tinh S6c Trang, ndm & cudi dong song Hau vdi diém nhdn
la cdng cd Kinh Ba va cac I& hdi clia 3 dan toc Kinh, Hoa, Khmer. Nhiéu ndm gan day,
aling vdi st phat trién cda 1& hdi, dong sng phai odn minh ganh chiu hang tan réc thai
do con nguti 6 xucing. Can ddy manh tuyén truyén va kéu goi chung tay hanh dong,
nang cao y thic vé moi truong cla chinh nguoi dan va du khach.

Theriver, the festivals and waste

Tran Deis a coastal districtin Soc Trang. Itis the end point of Hau river. In this district
Kinh Ba port and the festivals of Kinh, Chinese and Khmer people are famous. The
river receives tons of garbage from the festivals, along with domestic waste. There
should be a public campaign to raise environmental protection awareness for riverine
communities and tourists.

Antyphoto:Dinh (Gng Tam
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[.O1 cdm on

Cu6n sach nay khong thé ra doi néu thiéu cong stic
lao dong ctia nhiing nha nhiép anh chuyén va khong
chuyén trong hai mua thi “D6i thoai véi dong song”
2015, 2016.

Tran trong cdm on cac tac gia ¢4 khong ngai khé khan,
vét va d€ ghi lai bang hinh &nh vé€ canh dep séng nude
va nhiing nét vin héa dic thui ctia ving dit Chin Rong,
vé nhiing khoanh khic trong cudc s6ng, vé nhiing hién
tugng moi trudng, hay chinh sach bat cip 1am anh
hudng dén moi trudng va cudc sdng ctia ngudi dan tai
DBSCL. Mot s6 téc phdm trong cudn sach nay da dugc
bién t4p lai ndi dung d€ phu hop véi thuc té tai DBSCL,
chan thanh cdm on cac tac gia.

Xin bay to long biét on t6i Qui ICCO da tai trg cho
VRN t8 chiic mua thi anh d4u tién, cdm on céc chuyén
gia, cdc can bo ctia td chiic Oxfam tai Viét Nam VRN
da gbp stic xay dung bo tai liéu bing hinh anh vé viing
DPéng bang song Ctiu Long dén dong déo ngudi doc.
Dic biét, xin cdm on sy dong hanh va hé trg quy bau vé
tai chinh ctia t8 chiic Oxfam trong suét qua trinh trién
khai chuong trinh quan tri tai nguyén nudc tai PBSCL.
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