THEIR ECOSYSTEM IN [ 000!
THE LOWER MEKONG




WHAT ARE THE ISSUES?

The Indo-Burma region as one of the most threatened global biodiversity hotpots, according to the Critical Ecosystem
Partnership Fund (CEPF). The region’s natural resources are at risk from pressures of economic development and the
needs of a rural population with high levels of poverty. The Mekong River and its major tributaries is one of the most
critical riverine ecosystems in Indo-Burma, supporting the largest inland fisheries in the world. Maintaining the annual
flood pulse, conserving key habitats such as floodplains and deep pools, and maintaining key fish migration corridors
is essential to the continued productivity and diversity of the Mekong’s ecosystems.

Dams, mining, agro-industrial development projects, and land use change due to deforestation continue to pose great
threats to the Mekong ecosystem and watershed. The cumulative impacts of this development will be the reduction of
fishery resources and increasing unreliability of water quality and water flow, on which millions of people depend for

their nutrition, jobs, and farming.



THE APPROACH
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